
1. Pledge of Allegiance 

Geauga County Planning Commission 
470 Center Street, Building lC, Chardon, Ohio 44024 

Phone (440) 279-1740 Fax(440) 285-7069 
www.co.geauga.oh.us/Departments/Piann ing-Commission 

January 11, 2022 MEETING MINUTES 

Vice Chairman Caterina Caeca-Fulton called the January 11, 2022 regular meeting of the Geauga County 

Planning Commission to order at 7:43a.m. at 470 Center Street, Building 8, City of Chardon. A quorum 

was obtained. Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the roll ca ll was called by Pamela Irizarry, 

Administrative Assistant and the following members were present: 

2. Roll Call 

Members present: Caterina Caeca-Fulton, Gary Neola, John Oros, Jim Dvorak, Jim McCaskey and Dennis 

Bergansky. 

Mr. McCaskey arrived at 7:36am, Mr. Neola arrived at 7:38am and Mr. Bergansky arrived at 7:52am 

Members absent: Ralph Spidalieri and Timothy Lennon. 

Staff present: Linda Crombie (Planning Director), Allyson Kobus (P lanner II), and Pamela Irizarry 

(Administrative Assistant). 

3. Election of Officers for 2022: 

Chairman 

Vice Chairman 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Ms. Caeca-Fulton sa id she would like to start off the meeting with open discussion about the 

nominations. Some applications are at the Board of County Commissioners. Mr. Neola asked since Mr. 

Claypool was on the Planning Commission, should we reach out to him to see if he is going to reapply? 

Mr. McCaskey asked if Mr. Claypool reapplied. Mr. Dvorak responded yes, he did reapply. He also added 

that there were about seven to eight applicants and the best three would be taken that meet the needs. 

Mr. McCaskey asked who is currently not on the Planning Commission and Ms. Cocca Fulton said 

Chester Miller and Charlie Stevens did not reapply. She said it is her underst anding members that 

served on the Plann ing Commission who reapplied would be given preference. Mr. Dvorak asked if 

other count ies have as many Planning Commission members as we do. Ms. Crombie replied that thi s is 

guided by the O.R.C., w ith eight resident members and three County Commissioners. She said she 

would have to look into this, if necessary. 
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Mr. Oros made a motion to open nominations for 2022 election of officers. Mr. Neola seconded the 

motion, and upon a call for the vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. McCasky made a motion to nominate Caterina Caeca-Fulton as Chairman of the Planning 

Commission. Mr. Dvorak seconded the motion. Upon a call for the vote, the motion carried 

unanimously for M s. Caterina Caeca-Fulton as Chairman. 

Ms. Caeca-Fulton replied that she would be willing to take on the role of Chairman for a year and then 

reassess, as she is already on the Model Zoning Subcommittee. Mr. Neola asked if Ms. Caeca-Fulton 

could be an intermittent chairman for a quarterly basis till April? Ms. Caeca-Fulton replied that she 

would consider it. She would not want to put someone on the Planning Commission as a Chairman who 

is new to this. Ms. Crombie advised that per the goals, she still will review the Model Zoning for 2022 

and staff would be able to help her prepare for meetings to make things easier. Mr. Neola commented 

that Mr. Stevens had a lot of interacting with Ms. Crombie on Planning Commission concerns and topics. 

Mr. McCaskey asked if Planning Commission could keep the Model Zoning moving in-house; or pause on 

it for a month or two to concentrate on Chairman, Vice Chairman, and Secretary/Treasurer? Ms. Caeca­

Fulton commented that she would like a fuller board to choose from before the Model Zoning 

Committee members. 

Ms. Caeca-Fulton agreed that she would step up as an interim Chairman for a few months, then reassess 

if we are where we want to be. She explained that she is also a mother and a business owner. Mr. 

Neola said he was fine with Ms. Caeca-Fulton being an intermittent Chairman for a quarterly basis. 

Mr. Dvorak made a motion to close the nominations for Chairman. Mr. Oros seconded the motion and 

upon a call for the vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. McCaskey made a motion to elect Ms. Caterina Caeca-Fulton as Chairman of the County Planning 

Commission on an interim basis. Mr. Dvorak seconded the motion, and upon a call for the vote, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Dvorak made a motion to nominate Mr. Dennis Bergansky as Vice Chairman of the County Planning 

Commission. Mr. Oros seconded the motion. 

Mr. Bergansky commented on his concern that he sometimes arrives late to the Planning Commission 

meetings. Ms. Caeca-Fulton asked him to please consider it and Mr. McCaskey agreed with Ms. Caeca ­

Fulton. 

Mr. Dvorak made a motion to close the nominations for Vice Chairman. Mr. McCaskey seconded the 

motion, and upon a call for the vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Dvorak made a motion to elect Mr. Dennis Begansky as Vice Chairman of the County Planning 

Commission for 2022. Mr. Oros seconded the motion, and upon a call for the vote, the motion carried 

unanimously. 
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Mr. Dvorak made a motion to nominate Mr. Gary Neola as Secretary/Treasurer of the County Planning 

Commission. Mr. Oros seconded the motion. 

Mr. Oros made a motion to close the nominations. Mr. McCaskey seconded the motion, and upon a call 

for the vote, the motion ca rried unanimously. 

Mr. Bergansky made a motion to elect Mr. Gary Neola as Secretary/Treasurer of the County Planning 

Commission for 2022. Mr. McCaskey seconded the motion, and upon a call for the vote, the motion 

carried unanimously. 

4. 2022 Regular Meetings: Date and Time 

Mr. McCaskey made a motion to approve dates and times for the 2022 regular Geauga County Planning 

Commission meeting schedule. Mr. Oros seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously. 

See Exhibit 4A 

5. Approval of Minutes for the December 14, 2021 Regular Meeting 

Mr. Oros made a motion to approve the December 14, 2021 regular meeting minutes and Mr. Dvorak 

seconded the motion, and upon a call for the vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

6. Financial Report and Approval of Expenses 

Ms. Crombie explained that the financial report for the November 8, 2021 and December 13, 2021 both 

included a line labeled as "Unemployment". This line was added t o show that an unemployment claim 

was received in November and December. However, it did not need to be listed as a separate line item 

since the fund s were a direct Appropriations Transfer from the Hospit ali zation account to the 

Unemployment account . Ms. Crombie presented the corrected Financial Reports for both November 8, 

and December 13, 2021. 

Mr. Neola made a motion to approve the corrected November 8, 2021 Financial Report. Mr. Bergansky 

seconded the motion, and upon a call for the vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Neola made a motion to approve the corrected December 13, 2021 Financial Report and Summary 

of Expenses. Mr. Oros seconded the motion, and upon a call for the vote, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

Mr. Neola asked why was unemployment paid out to the GIS Intern? He thought the employee was 

hired as a t emp. Ms. Crombie explained that the unemployment claim was approved through the State 

of Ohio Job and Family Services as the intern met the minimum unemployment requirements of the 

State. Mr. Dvorak asked if Envision has been paid in full and Ms. Crombie replied yes they were. 

Ms. Crombie provide the financia l report as of January 10, 2022 attached hereto and the expenses 

marked as Exh ibit "A" totaling $1,080.42. Mr. McCaskey made a motion to approve the financia l report 
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and the summary of expenses, marked exh ibit "A" totaling $1,080.42. Mr. Bergansky seconded the 

motion, and upon a cal l for the vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

See Exhibit 6A 

7. Director's Report 

A. 2021 Year End Report: Report has been prepared and will be discussed under item 9. 

B. December 2021 Housing Stats and Year End Housing Starts Total: Ms. Crombie said in the 41
h 

quarter of 2021 there were 40 more housing starts and residential construction increased in 

2021 with a total of 189 new housing starts. This information comes from the Building 

Department. In April, a quarterly report will be given. 

Conservation and Agricultural Easements: M s. Crombie briefly discussed the following 

easements approved in December 2021: There was a conservation easement in Chardon 

Township, the Landies, which is 9.36 acres to the Western Reserve Land Conservancy (WRLC). 

There is an agricultural field and pond. Neola asked if this was an agricultural easement and Ms. 

Crombie advised that it is a conservation easement with an agricultural component. He 

questioned how does the Western Reserve Land Conservancy differentiate an agricultural 

easement from a conservation easement? Mr. McCaskey quest ioned the acreage as they can't 

have an easement on the whole property because some of it is the road. Ms. Crombie quickly 

reviewed the acreage breakdown of the agricu ltural field, pond, and road etc. 

Ms. Crombie continued with another easement, located in Burton Township, on property owned 

by Davis. This is an easement to the Ohio Department of Agriculture and Ms. Crombie 

explained that the Davis easement was purchased t hrough the state agr icult ural easement 

program known as LAEPP (Local Agricultural Easement Purchase Program). The Geauga Soil and 

and Water Conservation Distri ct is required to perform annual monitoring of the property to 

make sure it is compliant with the terms of the easement. Ms. Caeca-Fulton asked if the 

property owner gets compensated for this and Ms. Crombie repl ied yes. Mr. McCaskey add that 

it is not only Soil and Water that has to perform monitoring. As a township, Munson is required 

to do the same as the township is local sponsor as w ell. 

C. GIS Update: The county is working on updates. A more recent version of ArcGIS (ArcGIS 10.8.1) 

was instal led along with ArcPro. Ms. Crombie and M s. Kobus will be viewing training videos to 

learn the ArcPro program as it wil l replace ArcGIS. 

D. Chagrin River Watershed Partners Survey: Ms. Crombie wanted to share that she and M s. Kobus 

attended a webinar presentation by the Chagrin River Watershed Partners (CRWP), NOACA, and 

the City of Akron regarding nonpoint source pollution related t o the East Branch Reservoir and 

Sawyer Brook sub-watershed. 
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A survey was sent out by CRWP looking for feedback on locations for restoration and protection 

project opportunities in these two areas. A copy of the survey was provided to all the Planning 

Commission members in the Dropbox. The deadline to submit the Survey is January 14, 2022. 

M s. Caeca-Fulton asked Ms. Crombie how she learned about this and Ms. Crombie replied that 

she received an invitation from CRWP. CRWP indicated the webinar invitation was also sent out 

to township officials in those areas. 

Ms. Crombie said she wanted to share this information as representatives from the City of Akron 

explained why the City of Akron own so much property in Geauga County. Ms. Crombie said the 

Akron representatives advised that in 1911, the City of Akron started buying land due to a public 

hea lth crisis and Ms. Crombie referred to the timeline provided during the presentation that the 

East Branch reservoir was constructed in 1938 and Ladue in 1962. Lake Rockwell is their source 

of water but the East Branch Reservoir and the Ladue Reservoir regulate the water level in Lake 

Rockwell. 

E. Year End administrative activities: The staff worked on various year- end close activities 

including closing open purchase orders, carry- over balances, and creating new 2022 purchase 

orders. 

F. Work Summary, December 2021: 

a. Planning/Zoning/Subdivision Administration : The number of Lot spli ts/subdivision inquiries 

was a tota l of 18. There were 56 zoning inquiries, and 4 easements. Ms. Crombie assisted 

the following townsh ips with various questions: Chardon, Hambden, Munson and Russell. 

b. Comprehensive Planning Efforts: 

i. Staff training: the staff viewed some or all of the webinars from the Citizen Planner 

Training series offered by APA Ohio. 

ii. County Land Use Map Updates: M s. Kobus has updated Parkman, Thompson, 

Montvi lle, and is working on Middlefield. 

iii. General Plan: Planning Commission staff is keeping a report of how many tim es we 

refer to the General Plan. The plan was used four times in December. 

iv. Census Data: Ms. Crombie ass ist ed the Chagrin Vall ey Times with locating census 

data on the Census Bureau's website. Ms. Crombie explained that you must make 

sure you know what you are looking for. The term "township" is not specifically 

listed in their census geography choices as it is list ed under "county subdivision" . 

v. NOACA CEDS meetings: The Steering Commit tee met on December 3 and the 

consultant for the Pittsburg, PA CEDS gave an overview of their CEDS development 

process that involved ten (10) counties. Pittsburgh was chosen due to the 

similarities it has with Northeast Ohio as it has urban, rural, small towns, and 

farming areas. The consultant is looking for things in common in the region such as 

agriculture, but also things that are unique, such as Lake Erie. Resiliency was also 
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discussed as it relates to how communities react to large events, such as the 

pandemic and blizzards. How prepared is the government? 

The Working Group met on December 8, 2021 to discuss t hings like agriculture, 

travel, and tourism. M edina county noted the importance of t rade shows and local 

businesses working w ith the school districts. 

Mr. Oros mentioned regarding the Chagrin River Watershed Partners, NOACA's involvement relates to 

t hem being t asked with ensuring water quality. M s. Caeca-Fulton commented that she is not fa miliar 

w ith NOACA's connection somet imes. 

See Exhibit 7A 

8. Major Subdivision to be reviewed 

A. Replat of Replat of Sublot 3-R Auburn Woods. 

Auburn Township 

Final Plat - application for withdrawal received from applicant 1-4-22 

Ms. Crombie advised that a letter of withdrawal was received. Mr. Oros made a motion to accept the 

withdrawa l of the re-plat of Sub-lot 3 Auburn Woods. Mr. Dvorak seconded the motion, and upon a 

ca ll for the vot e, the motion ca rried unanimously. 

B. Proposed Derchar Subdivision 
Sublot 1 and 2 
Hambden Township 
Final Plat - extension request received from the applicant to extend to the 2-8-22 meet ing. 

M s. Crombie advised t he applicant requested another ext ension. Mr. McCaskey made a motion to 
accept t he ext ension request for the Derchar Subdivision t o the 2-8-22 meet ing. M r. Dvorak 
seconded the motion, and upon a call fo r the vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

C. Re-Piat of Multiple Sublots 
Hambden Hil ls Estates and Hambden Hills Estates No. 2 
Hambden Township 
Final Plat 

M s. Crombie advised the property owners, BASP LLC, who are in attendance, submitted a re-p lat to 
modify t he 34 sublots they own located in Hambden Hills Estates and Hambden Hills Estates No. 2 in 
order t o create two (2) sub-lots. BASP petitioned the Hambden Township Trustees to vacate the 
roads located w it hin Hamden Hi lls Est ates No. 2. The road vacation plat was approved in October 
2021 by the County Commissioners. Ms. Crombie continued by saying the lot evaluation was just 
recently approved Friday, January 7, 2022. 

Mr. McCaskey made a motion to approve t heRe-plat of Multiple Sublots in Hambden Hills Est ates 
and Hambden Hil ls Est ates No. 2, contingent upon t he owner's responsibility to comply with all 
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applicable federal and state regulations pertaining to wetlands and township regulations regarding 
riparian areas. Mr. Oros seconded the motion, and upon a call fo r the vote, the motion carried 
unanimously. 

See Exhibit BC 

9. Correspondence: 

A. 2021 Year End Report: 

Ms. Crombie advised the 2021 Year End Report was prepared and reviewed the various sections: 

Part 1: Introduction and Overview of Yearly Activities 

The year 2021 was productive with the main accomplishments being t he adoption of the Geauga County 
General Plan, the plat for Geauga Lake Big Dipper Road, which will access the areas yet to be developed, 
review of the sign section of the Model Zoning Resolution, and the redistricting data from the 2020 
Census. 

Staff changes also occurred with Pamela Irizarry being hired in May 2021 as t he part-time Administrative 
Assistant and Allyson Kobus in October 2021 as the new Planner II. 

There were 112 inquiries per month on average pertaining to lot splits, zoning, etc. This number was up 
74 per month from the average in 2020. 

Part 2: Comprehensive Planning and Zoning 

M s. Crombie reviewed t he following efforts this past year: 

a.) The Geauga County Genera l Plan dated 10/18/21 was adopted by t he Board of County 
Commissioners. b.) Land Use Mapping: M s. Kobus updated Auburn, Troy, Parkman, Thompson, and 
Montville. Other t ownships were updated earlier in the year by the intern. c.) The Model Zoning 
Subcommittee and staff reviewed Article II (Definitions) and Article VII (Signs) as well as consultant 
Professor Alan Weinstein. Recommendations were forwarded to the Prosecutor's Office for review. d.) 
Township Assistance: Planning Commission staff assisted with approximately 60 inquiries within the 
townships. 

Part 3: Planning Administration 

There was a total of 238 Lot splits/consolidations, 4 informal and 17 formal text/map amendments, and 
93 easements. Ms. Crombie explained that there were 54 new lots splits, which included 23 minor 
subdivisions, 16 large lot splits, and 15 lots over twenty acres. Hambden, Pa rkm an, and Auburn 
townships had the highest number of lot splits in 2021. Ms. Crombie referred to the map that portrays 
where the subdivision activity was located throughout the County. 

Ms. Crombie reviewed t he easement map as well that illustrates the general location of the six 
conservation easements and two agricultural easements approved in 2021. As the per the General Plan 
update, t he Commission members felt this information was important. 
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Part 4: Miscellaneous 

Ms. Crombie briefly reviewed that the GIS Working Group met throughout the year, which the staff 
attended to share ideas and learn about how other departments use GIS. The goal is to update the 
County GIS to an enterprise system. Ms. Crombie advised that several changes were made to the 
Planning Commission's web page including the posting of the Geauga County General Plan and census 
data. As stated earlier in the meeting, single family housing starts were higher in 2021 with 189 
compared to 131 in 2020. Ms. Crombie stated staff attended various meetings with the County's 
Department of Development director related to the creation of a Comprehensive Economic 
Development St rategy, known as CEDS, w hich NOACA is the faci litator. Lastly, between 2010 and 2020 
the county experienced a population growth of 2.2%, with Hunt ing Valley Village and Bainbridge having 
the most increase. Ms. Crombie pointed out it is important to remember that t he decennial census is a 
snapshot in time and the Census Bureau also releases estimates every year. 

Part 5: Staff Related 

Ms. Crombie stated that staff participated in 19 webinars w ithin this past year and the intent is to 
attend as many or more next year. 

Part 6: Summary 

Ms. Crombie said that while 2021 was productive, she would like 2022 to be more productive for the 
Commission and create new plans, analysis, and reports to assist townships and the community. One 
goal is to get the land use map updated. 

Ms. Cocca-Fulton asked if employee reviews have been scheduled and what was the probation period. 
Ms. Crombie replied the probation period is (6) six months. Ms. Caeca-Fulton went on to ask if the 
Planning Commission can participate in the review of employees. Ms. Crombie responded that it is done 
by the Planning Director per the Policy and Procedure manual. 

See Exhibit 9A 

10. New Business: 

A. IRS Mileage: $0.585 Per Mile Effective January 1, 2022 

Mr. Oros made a motion to approve the IRS mileage reimbursement rate of $0.585 per mile effective 
January 1, 2022. Mr. McCaskey seconded the motion, and upon a call for the vote, the motion ca rried 
unan imously. 

11. Adjournment 
~the meeting at approximately9 :05 am. 

Caterina Cocca- Fu lton, Chairman 

~ 
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DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

January 4, 2022 

Exhibit 4A 

Geauga County Planning Commission 
470 Center Street, Building lC, Chardon, Ohio 44024 

Phone(440)279-1740 Fax (440)285-7069 
www.co.geauga.oh.us/Departments/Pianning-Commission 

MEMORANDUM 

Planning Commission members 

Linda M. Crombie, AICP, Planning Director 

2022 Regular meeting dates, Agenda No.4 

Please see the below the Geauga County Planning Commission meeting schedule for 2022. All 
meetings wi ll begin at 7:30am and will be held in the Meeting Room of Building 8 at 470 Center 
Street in Chardon. Once the new County Administrative building is completed, the website will 
be updated accordingly with the new meeting location. 

January 11 
February 8 
March 8 
April 12 
May 10 
June 14 
July 12 
August 9 
September 13 
October 13* 
November 8 
December 13 

*All meetings occur on Tuesdays except the October meeting, which will be held on a Thursday 
due to the fede ral hol iday. 

The Commission wi ll need to make a motion to approve the meeting schedule and it will then be 
posted to the Planning Commission 's website. 

Additionally, the attached 2022 Submittal Deadline and Meeting Date Schedule, presented at the 
December 202 1 meeting will a lso be posted. 

c: fi le 



Exhibit 6A 

COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION FINANCIAL REPORT 
Summary 

Budget- January 1, 2022 

Account Appropriation Expenditure Balance 

Salaries $136,089.00 $0.00 $136,089.00 

Supplies $3,848.00 $0.00 $3,848.00 

Hosp. $25,604.00 $0.00 $25,604.00 

Medicare $1 ,990.00 $0.00 $1 ,990.00 

OPERS $19,080.00 $0.00 $19,080.00 

Worker's Comp. $252.00 $0.00 $252.00 

Other Expenses $8,978.00 $0.00 $8,978.00 

Equipment $3,451.00 $0.00 $3,451.00 

Contracted Services $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Covid -19 Expenses $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Total $199,292.00 $0.00 $199,292.00 



SUMMARY RESOLUTION FOR EXPENSES 
GEAUGA COUNTY PLANNING COMMI SSION 

EXHIBIT "A" 

RESOLUTION, 

WHEREAS, THE EXPENSES LISTED HEREfN HAVE BEEN INCURRED BY THE GEAUGA 
COUNTY PLANNfNG COMMISSION IN ORDER FOR THE COMMISSION TO PERFORM ITS 
DUTIES; AND 

WHEREAS, THESE EXPENSES HAVE BEEN REVIEWED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE 
COMM ISSION AT ITS JANUARY I I, 2022 MEETfNG; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE GEAUGA COUNTY PLANNING 
COM MISSION HEREBY AUTHORIZES PAYMENT OF THE FOLLOWING BILLS OR CLAIMS: 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
P.O. ACCOUNT DATE VENDOR AMOUNT 

1073 OTHER 12/14 ALL YSON KOBUS 25.03 
(GAS MILEAGE FROM 10115/2 1 TO 111102 1) 

I 073 OTHER 12/14 PAMELA IRIZARRY 37.63 
(GAS MILEAGE FROM 10/19/2 1 TO 12/6/21) 

1073 OTHER 12/14 LfNDA CROMBIE 67.76 
(GAS MlLEAGE FROM 7/14/21 TO 10/26/21 

4473 CONTRACTS 12/ 14 ALAN WEINSTEIN 950.00 

TOTAL $ I ,080.42 

Chairman 



t.Xhlbit 7 A 

Geauga County Planning Commission 
470 Center Street, Building lC, Chardon, Ohio 44024 

Phone(440)279-1740 Fax (440)285-7069 
www.co.geauga.oh.us/Departments/Pianning-Commiss ion 

January 4, 2022 
Prepared for the January 11 , 2022 Geauga County Planning Commission meeting 

Director's Report 

1. 2021 Year End Report 
The 2021 Year End Report was prepared and will be addressed separately under Item 9, 
Correspondence. 

2. December 2021 Housing Starts and Year End Housing Starts Total 
The 4111 quarter of 2021 saw 40 more housing starts and residential construction increased in 
202 1 as compared t o recent years with a total of 189 new housing starts. The chart below 
provides quarterly housing start data for all of202 1 and previous yearly totals. 

New Housing Starts, Geauga County 

Yearly Totals 2021 Quarterly Totals 

Tota l Total Total Total Total 1st qt r 2nd qtr 3rd qtr 4th qtr 

2018 2019 2020 2021 2018·2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 

Aquilla Vi llage 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Auburn Township 11 10 10 18 49 2 4 5 7 

Bainbridge Tow nship 33 23 26 31 113 11 8 8 4 

Burton Township 6 6 3 5 20 1 2 0 2 

Burton Village 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Chardon Township 1 8 6 11 26 2 3 4 2 

Chardon City 8 4 2 5 19 1 2 2 0 

Chester Township 8 12 6 9 35 1 2 3 3 

Claridon Township 10 9 1 9 29 2 4 0 2 

Ham bden Township 6 9 7 13 35 4 2 5 2 

Huntsburg Townshi p 4 6 3 7 20 2 1 2 2 

Middlefield Township 3 4 9 8 24 0 2 2 4 

Middlefield Village 7 5 7 11 30 3 2 4 2 

Montville Townshi p 5 3 3 2 13 0 0 1 1 

Munson Townshi p 11 11 17 15 54 1 11 1 2 

Newbury Townshi p 6 8 5 10 29 2 3 2 3 

Parkman Township 7 12 8 13 40 4 4 4 1 

Russel l Townshi p 10 14 9 9 42 3 4 2 0 

Thompson Township 5 5 5 6 21 4 1 1 0 

Troy Township 4 4 4 6 18 0 2 2 2 

TOTAL 145 153 131 189 618 43 57 48 40 

Totals do not include South Russel l Vil lage 
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3. Conservation and Agricultural Easements 
The fo llowing easements were approved in December 202 1: 

A. Landies, 9.36 acres, Chardon Township, Conservation Easement to Western Reserve 
Land Conservancy 
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Landies continued 
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B. Davis, 47 acres, Burton Township, Agricultural Easement to the Ohio Depart ment of 
Agriculture 

6.1 Map 1: County Location View 
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Davis continued 

6.2 Map 2: Detailed Location View 
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It is important to note that w ith agricultural easements, such as the Davis one above 
purchased through the state agricultural easement program known as LAEPP (Local 
Agricultural Easement Program), the Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District is 
required to perform am1Ual monitoring of the property to ensure compliance with the terms of 
the easement. 
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CR WP is seeking "feedback on locations for restoration and protection project 
opportunities." As local residents will be more knowledgeable, CRWP indicated the survey 
was sent to township officials and other agencies for input. The survey is permitted to be 
forwarded so a copy of it was provided in Drop box for you along with a copy of the 
presentation. If you know of someone interested in completing the survey, you can forward 
it to them or they can contact CR WP for a copy. 

The deadline to submit the survey is January 14, 2022 to survey@crwp.com. You are asked 
to name your completed survey file "SawyerBrook_LastName" or "EastBranch_LastName" 
and include "Upper Cuyahoga Watershed Survey" in the subject line of your email. A 
recording of the webinar can be viewed here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= vmenVWX85M 

Representatives from the City of Akron explained the City owns so much property in Geauga 
County due to a public health crisis that occurred in early 1900 's that prompted the City to 
purchase property in the upper Cuyahoga River watershed to protect their drinking water 
suppl y. I wanted to share this information as it was a point of discussion during the General 
P lan update, partially related to the City's tax exempt status as well as conservation 
easements. Per the timeline below, the East Branch Reservoir was created in 1938 and 
Ladue in 1962. (The Sawyer Brook branch is located directly east of the Ladue Reservoir.) 

6. Year-end administrative activities 
The staff worked on various year-end close act ivities including closing open purchase orders, 
carry-over amounts, and creating new 2022 purchase orders. Other forms related to 
inventory, sick time/vacation time will be completed as well. Additionally, fifteen (15) 
boxes of lot splits, consolidations, easements, and other miscellaneous records were sent to 
archives. 

7. Work Summary, December 2021 

Geauga County Planning Commission 
Work Summary, December 2021 

a. Planning/Zoning/Subdivision Administration 
# Reviewed, 

December 202 1 
Lot Splits/Subdivisions 

Re-plat I 
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Major Subdivision 0 
Minor Subdivisions (5 acres and less) 2 
Large Lot Subdivisions (Between 5-20 acres) 2 
Exempt Lots (Transfer to Adjacent Owner) 6 
Exempt Lots (Over 20 acres) I 
Lot consolidations 6 

Total 18 
Zonin2 

Informal text or map amendment reviews 2 
Formal text or map amendment reviews 0 
Preliminary lot split inquiries 34 
Miscellaneous planning/zoning inqu iries 20 

Total 56 
Miscellaneous 

Easements (roadway, septic, uti lity, etc.) 4 

Monthly Tota ls, Lot Split/Subdivisions, Zoning, M iscellaneous 

200 

180 

160 

140 +-----------~~-------------

120 
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80 

60 

40 
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The following is a summary of various points of contact with the townships: 

Chardon 
• Assisted w ith informal review of potential text amendments 

Hambden 
• Ass isted with questions related to the map amendment process and uses. 

Munson 
• Assisted with various lot split questions and informal review of potential text amendments. 

Russell 
• Ass isted with questions about agricultural use in a subdivision on lots over five acres. 
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b. Comprehensive Planning Efforts 

1. Staff Training 
The staff viewed some or all of the following webinars from the Citizen Planner Training 
series offered by APA Ohio: 1) Role of the Citizen Planner;; 2) Site Plan Review; 3) Ethics 
in Planning; and 4) Law/Planning: Role of the Ohio Planning Commissioner 

ii. County Land Use Map Updates 
Ms. Kobus has updated Parkman, Thompson, and Montville and is working on Middlefield. 

m. General Plan 
The General Plan was used four times during December 2021 as follows: staff reference in 
preparing the 2022 goals, discussion with T rumbull County Planning Commission on the 
M iddlefield urbanized area, CEDS Working Group question about farming, and the Maple 
Leaf regarding a recap of the plan process. 

iv. Census data 
I assisted the Chagrin Valley Times w ith locating census data on the Census Bureau's 
website, explained " township" is known as a "county subdivision" in the search function. 

v. NOACA CEDS meetings 
T he Steering Committee met on December 3 and the consultant for the Pittsburg, PA CEDS 
gave an overview of their CEDS development process that involved ten (1 0) counties. 
Pittsburg was chosen as an example to refer to as it somewhat similar to Northeast Ohio as it 
involved urban, rural, sma ll town, and farming areas. In reviewing the various existing 
goverru11ent plans throughout the NOACA area, the consultant is looking for commonality in 
the region, such as agriculture, but also assets that are unique, such as Lake Erie. It was 
noted that the region has older commercial/industrial areas but still a strong agricultural 
component overall. 

Resiliency was discussed as it relates to how communities react to certain large scale events, 
such as the pandemic, blizzards, e tc. Questions to ask include what have the chambers of 
commerce experienced, is there succession planning for bus inesses, and how were local 
businesses supported through the pandemic? 

T he Working Group met on December 8. In terms of agriculture, understanding how local 
food is used is important; is it mostly used locally or shipped out of state? Destination 
Cleveland informed the group that they experienced a growth in travel and tourism. Medina 
County noted the importance of trade shows and local businesses working with the school 
districts to keep students interested in working in the region. When asked, I noted that while 
farms in the Geauga county have decreased in overall size, they have increased in number as 
there are many residents interested in growing local produce for farm markets, restaurants, 
and road side stands. 
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DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Township: 

Zoning: 

January 4, 2022 

I:.X IIIUH l)L 

Geauga County Planning Commission 
470 Center Street, Building lC, Chardon, Ohio 44024 

Phone(440}279-1740 Fax (440}285-7069 
www.co.geauga .oh.us/Departments/Pianning-Commission 

MEMORANDUM 

Planning Commission members 

Linda M . Crombie, Planning Director 

Hambden Hills Estates Re-plat, Agenda Item 8C 

Hambden 
R-1 Residential 

Number of new lots: None (consolidation) 
Project Acreage: 43.586 

Subdivision: Hambden Hills Lot size range: 20.1 acres to 23.2 acres 
Project Type: Re-plat/consolidation Average lot size: 21.8 acres 
Applicant: BASP, LLC (Chris Cook and Matthew Cook) 

Summary: 
Chris Cook and Matthew Cook of BASP, LLC ("BASP") submitted a re-plat to modify the 
configuralion of thirty-four (34) sub-lots they own located in Hambden Hills Estates and Hambden 
Hills Estates No.2 in order to create two (2) sub-lots, designated as Sub-lot A (20.238 acres) and 
Sub-lot B (23.348 acres). 

Within Hambden Hills Estates BASP owns Sub-lot 6 and an area designated as "Future Road", as 
marked in red on the plat on Page 2. Within Hambden Hi lls Estates No. 2 BASP owns all of the 
sub-lots that comprise the subdivision, known as Sub-lots 15-47 as marked in red on the plat on 
Page 3. Sub-lot 6 and the "Future Road" located in the original Hambden Hills Estates subdivision 
will provide road fro ntage on Rock Creek Road for the two proposed sub-lots. 

Additionally, BASP petitioned the Hambden Township Trustees to vacate the roads located within 
Hambden Hi lls Estates No. 2 as there was no plan to install the roads as platted. The road vacation 
plat, approved in October 2021 by the County Commissioners, was necessary in order to re-plat 
the sub-lots. 

Review comments: 
Soil and Water: 

Hambden Zoning: 
Tax Map: 
Engineer 's Office: 

As lots are developed, abbreviated WMSC plans will need to be 
submitted for approval pursuant to Hambden Zoning Resolution. At that 
time all riparian setbacks as shown will need to be adhered to and 
additionally shown on the abbreviated WMSC plans. 
No comments 
Approved 
Comments not yet received 
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Hambden Hills Estates re-plat 
January 4, 2022 

Page 4 of 4 

The owners are currently working to obtain septic evaluation approval for the two proposed sub­
lots. If approval is not obtained prior to the January 11 meeting, this application will have to be 
extended to the February meeting. 

Note: It is the property owner's responsibility to comply with all applicable federal and state 
regulations pertaining to the presence of wetlands, if any, as well as township regulations 
regarding riparian areas. This must be an approval contingency. 

c: fi le 
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Part 1: Introduction and Overview of Yearly Activities 
The year 202 1 was productive with the main highlight being the adoption of the Geauga County 
General Plan (dated 10/ 18/2021 ). Staff changes also occurred with Pamela Irizarry being hired in 
May 202 1 as the part-time Administrative Assistant and Allyson Kobus in October 202 1 as the 
new Plarmer II. We wish former Planner I, Maria Palmisano, the best in her career pursuits. 

The redevelopment process of the former Geauga Lake began with the approval of the Pre liminary 
Plan and Final Plat for Big Dipper Road, the collector street that will provide access to the areas 
yet to be developed. The Model Zoning Resolution, particularly the sign section, continued to be 
reviewed. Initial redistricting data from 2020 Census was released in late April at the national and 
state level. Later in September total population, race, and housing unit redistricting data were 
released. 

Inquiries about lot splits, zoning, etc. averaged 11 2 per month, which is up from the 74 per month 
average in 2020. The pandemic was still an influence in 2021 but the higher numbers suggest 
residents are willing to move forward with lot split/construction projects. We continued to offer 
attendance at the Commission virtually to members until July 1 when the County Prosecutor's 
Office advised remote attendance was no longer permitted. 

Part 2: Comprehensive Planning and Zoning 
The following planning efforts occurred in 202 1: 

a) Geauga County General Plan Update 
The 4/4/202 1, 8/3/2021 , and 10/6/202 1 drafts of the plan were reviewed over the course of 
the yt:ar and the final 10/ 18/202 1 plan was adopted by the P laru1ing Commission and Board 
of County Commissioners. This plan will be assessed annually with major updates every 
five years. 

b) Land use mapping 
M s. Kobus updated the land use maps for Auburn, Troy, Parkman, Thompson, and 
Montville. The GIS/Planning Intern also updated Munson and Newbury townships earlier 
in the year. 

c) Model Zoning Resolution 
The Model Zoning Subcommittee and staff reviewed Article II (Definitions) and At1icle VII 
(S igns) as well as consultant Professor Alan Weinstein. The final recommendations were 
forwarded to the Prosecutor' s Office in December 2021 for review. 

d) Township assistance 
Staff assisted with approximately sixty (60) inquiries, large and small, within the townships 
including but not limited to questions about text or map amendments, zoning, 
resources/historic record availability, non-conforming lots, etc. 

Part 3: Planning Administration 
The Planning Commission staff performed numerous lot split, easement, and text/map amendment 
reviews, a detailed breakdown of which is provided on the fo llowing page. 
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a) Subdivision and Zoning Activity 
Table 3-a-1 below provides the total number of lot splits and other subdivision 
activity as well as the number of text/map amendments and easements reviewed. 

Table 3-a-1 Planning Administration Activity 2021 
2021 

#Reviewed 

Lot Splits/Subdivisions 
Re-plat 14 

Major Subd ivision 3 

Minor Subdivisions (5 acres and less) 23 

Large Lot Subdivisions (Between 5-20 acres) 16 

Exempt Lots (Transfer to Adjacent Owner) 72 

Exempt Lots (Over 20 acres) 15 

Lot consolidations 95 

Total 238 
Zoning 

Informal t ext or map amendment reviews 4 

Formal text or map amendment reviews 17 

Preliminary lot split inquiries 225 

Miscellaneous planning/zoning inquiries 412 

Total 658 
Miscellaneous 

Easements (roadway, septic, utility) 93 

A total of fifty-three (54) new lots, including minor subdivisions (23), large lot subdivisions (16), 
and lots over twenty acres (15) were reviewed in 202 1, which is higher than the thitty-eight (38) 
reviewed in 2020 and forty-two (42) in 201 9. The top three townships with the most lot split 
activity in 202 1 were Hambden (8), Parkman (7) and Auburn (7) as compared to 2020 when 
Middlefield (8), Troy (6) and Parkman (5) were the most active. Map 3-a-1 on Page 9 graphically 
illustrates the above information. 

An item of particular note in Bainbridge Township was the approval ofthe final plat for Big Dipper 
Road, the collector road located between Aurora Road and Depot Road that wi ll serve as a major 
access point to the former Geauga Lake properties as they are redeveloped. 
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Map 3-a-1, Geauga County Lot Splits 2021 
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0 Minor Splits 

0 Large Split 

0 Lots Over 20 Acres 

N 

1 

Geauga County 
Lot Splits 

2021 

*Prepared by the Geauga County Planning Commission 0 1.25 2.5 5 Miles 
I I I 

Geauga County Planning Commissionj 202 1 Year End Report 



b) Township Zoning Resolution Text and Map Amendments 
Seventeen ( 1 7) total formal zoning amendments were reviewed in 202 1 as compared to fifteen 
(15) in 2020 and eighteen (18) in 2019. Fifteen (15) were text and two (2) were map related. 
Eleven were initiated by township zoning commissions, three were initiated by township trustees 
and two were initiated by property owners. 

Chart 3-b-1 Text and Map Amendments by Township, 2021 

6 .--------------------------------------------------
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0 

Source: Geauga County Planning Commission 

Map 3-b- 1 on Page 11 provides a visual summary of the items Planning Commission reviewed 
during 2021 related to major subdivisions, re-plats, and township text/map amendments. 
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Map 3-b-1, Major Subdivisions, Re-plats, and Text/Map Amendments, 2021 

Geauga County Planning Commission 
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c) Easements 
N inety-three (93) easements were approved in 2021 as compared to one hundred thirty-one (131) 
in 2020 and forty (40) in 2019. Easements are generally for utilities, storm water, conservation, 
septic systems or for highway purposes. 

In 202 1 there were a total of eight (8) conservation related easements, six (6) of which were 
conservation easements held by land conservancies/non-profit and two (2) agricultural easements 
through the Ohio Department of Agriculture's LAEPP (Local Agricultural Easement Purchase 
Program). Map 3-c- 1 below graphically illustrates the above information. 

Map 3-c-1, Conservation and Agricultural Easements 
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Part 4: Miscellaneous 

a) GIS Working Group 
The County continued the process of updating the County GIS to an enterprise system and 
the staff participated in various meetings throughout the year. Participants from numerous 
county, township, and municipal offices attended to learn about how other departments use 
the GIS and how data sharing will be much easier with the enterprise system. 

b) Planning Commission Website Updates 
Various changes were made to the Planning Commission's webpage including posting of 
the Geauga County General Plan and census data. 

c) Public Official Directory 
The Directory of Public Officials was updated as usual. 

d) New Single Family Housing Starts 
Single family housing starts were higher in 2021 with 189 compared to 131 in 2020 and 
153 in 201 9 previous years as listed in Table 4-d- l. The tluee year average is 158. 

Table 4-d-1, New Single Family Housing Starts, 2016-2021 

Geauga County New Single Family Housing Starts 

2016-2021 

2016 2017 2018 2019 

Aquil la Village 1 1 0 0 

Auburn Twp. 18 10 11 10 

Bainbridge Tw p. 26 33 33 23 

Burto n Twp . 5 0 6 6 

Burton Vill age 0 1 0 0 

Chardon City 8 9 8 4 

Chard on Tw p. 6 8 1 8 

Chester Twp . 5 5 8 12 

Claridon 0 6 10 9 

Hambden Twp. 11 13 6 9 

Huntsburg Twp . 10 9 4 6 

Middlefi eld Twp. 5 5 3 4 
Middlefi eld Village 3 3 7 5 

Montvi lle Tw p. 2 3 5 3 

Munson Twp. 13 13 11 11 

Newbury Twp. 3 12 6 8 

Parkman Twp. 13 12 7 12 
Ru ssell Twp. 6 6 10 14 

Thompson Twp. 2 5 5 5 

TroyTwp. 4 2 4 4 

TOTAL 141 156 145 153 
* Data not avail abl e fo r South Ru sse ll Vi ll age 

Source: Geauga County BUIIdtng Department 
e) Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) 

2020 2021 

0 0 

10 18 

26 31 

3 5 

0 1 

2 11 

6 5 

6 9 

1 9 

7 13 

3 7 

9 8 

7 11 

3 2 

17 15 

5 10 

8 13 
9 9 
5 6 
4 6 

131 189 
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Staff attended various meetings with the County' s Department of Development director 
related to the creation of a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy, known as a 
CEDS, which NOACA is the facilitator. 

f) 2020 Census Population Data 
The 2020 Census red istricting data for population and housing units were released and the 
data was compi led into table form and posted to the website. Table 4-f-1 below provides 
population data from the 1990, 2000, 2010, and the 2020 redistricting data. Between 20 I 0 
and 2020, the county experienced a population growth of2.2%, which is steady compared 
to the 2. 7% growth experienced between the 2000 and 20 I 0 censuses. 

Table 4-f-1, Population Data, 1990, 2000, 2010, and 2020 Decennial Census 
1990 2000 2010 2020 Census #Change % Change 

Census Census Census Redistricting 2010-2020 2010-2020 
Data 

Aqu illa Village 360 372 340 305 -35 -10.3% 
Auburn Twp. 3,298 5,158 6,443 6,574 131 2.0% 
Bainbridge Twp. 9,694 10,916 11,395 12,893 1,498 13.1% 
Burto n Twp. 2,838 2,908 2,957 2,972 15 0.5% 
Burton Village 1,349 1,450 1,455 1,407 -48 -3.3% 
Chardon City 4,446 5,156 5,148 5,242 94 1.8% 
Chardon Twp. 4,037 4,763 4,585 4,494 -91 -2.0% 
Cheste r Twp. 11,049 10,968 10,255 9,957 -298 -2.9% 
Claridon 2,656 2,801 2,860 2,798 -62 -2.2% 
Hambde n Twp. 3,311 4,024 4,661 4,676 15 0.3% 
Huntsburg Twp. 2,642 3,297 3,637 3,657 20 0.5% 
Hunting Val ley Vi ii. 151 145 116 136 20 17.2% 
Middlefield Twp. 4,111 4,418 4,493 4,525 32 0.7% 
Midd lefie ld Vil lage 1,898 2,233 2,694 2,748 54 2.0% 
Montville Twp. 1,682 1,984 1,991 1,938 -53 -2.7% 
Munson Twp. 5,775 6,450 6,621 7,087 466 7.0% 
Newbury Twp. 5,611 5,805 5,537 5,244 -293 -5.3% 
Parkman Twp. 3,083 3,546 4,131 4,446 315 7.6% 
Russe ll Twp. 5,614 5,529 5,190 5,404 214 4.1% 
South Russe ll Viii. 3,402 4,022 3,810 3,972 162 4.3% 
Thompson Twp. 2, 219 2,383 2,269 2,144 -125 -5.5% 
Troy Twp. 1,903 2,567 2,801 2,778 -23 -0.8% 

TOTAL 81,129 90,895 93,389 95,397 2,008 2.2% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

Chart 4-f-1 on Page 15 fmther illustrates percent change graphically for each jurisdiction. 
While Hunting Valley village experienced the highest percent change at 17.2%, the three 
townships with the highest percent change are Bainbridge (1 3.1 %), Parkman (7.6%), and 
Munson (7%). Data analysis will continue as data is released. 

Chart 4-f-1, Percent Population Change, 2010-2020 
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Part 5: Staff related 
• Pamela Irizarry was hired in May 2021 as the part-time Administrative Assistant working 

part-time at 24 hours per week. Ms. Irizarry took over many of the administrative job 
duties of the Planner I position. 

• Allyson Kobus was recently hired as a full time Planner II in October 202 1 and began 
training on the various lot split processes, zoning, census data, mapping, and Planning 
Commission process. 

• Staff participated in nineteen (1 9) educational related webinars or meetings including 
topics on the fo llowing: 1) 2020 Census, 2) County Planning Director' s meeting, 3) 
National Planning Conference (8 sessions), 4) Cleveland Foundation' s Common Ground 
di scussion on Supporting, Encouraging, and Attracting Youth to Geauga County, 5) 
Chagrin River Watershed Partners Upper Cuyahoga Watershed, 6) Geauga Growth 
Partnership 's presentation by William H. Fruth on how Geauga County compares to other 
s imilar locations in terms of j obs, wages, and economic development on 7) CORSA's 
Defensive Driving, 8) APA Ohio Citizen Planner ( 4 sessions), and 9) St01m water Task 
Force meeting. 

Part 5: Summary 
While 2021 was productive, the year 2022 is v iewed as an opportunity to be even more productive 
and create new plans, analysis, reports, etc. to assist the Planning Commission members, 
townships, and the community at large. Finalizing the Geauga County General Plan update was a 
significant accomplishment in 202 1 for the Commission and the staff will now focus on the 2022 
goals identified in the 12/7/2021 memo. 
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