Commissioners’ Journal
April 29, 2025

The Geauga County Board of Commissioners met in session on April 29, 2025 at 9:30 a.m. in the
Commissioners’ Offices located at 12611 Ravenwood Drive, in Room B303 in Chardon, Ohio.

It is declared and determined that all formal actions of the Board of County Commissioners
concerning and relating to the adoption of all resolutions that were adopted in this meeting, and
that all deliberations of the Board of County Commissioners that resulted in such formal action,
were open to the public and were in compliance with all legal requirements, including section
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

President of the Board James W. Dvorak opened the meeting at 9:30 a.m. by leading the Board
and audience in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioner Dvorak read the following prayer:

A prayer for today

Father, thank you for fresh grace and a week full of promise.

Lead me in your ways and fill my heart with your love and joy.

Help me to see others as you see them.

Father, | ask that you guide every decision, response, effort and conversation | have.
All for your glory.

In Jesus’ name, | pray.

Amen

COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE - COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR'’S REPORT

Acting County Administrator Linda Burhenne reported on the items approved, as authorized by
Resolution #25-004 under the direction and supervision of the County Commissioners that was
approved January 7, 2025, pursuant to O.R.C. 305.30.

April 23, 2025
Liquor License:

Concurred with the Claridon Township Trustees in not requesting a hearing on the Liquor
License being requested by Sonya Retail LLC d.b.a. Country Style Drive In located at 15052
Mayfield Road, Huntsburg, Ohio (C STCK 8353355).

April 28, 2025
Community and Economic Development:

Approved and executed the Notice to Proceed for Lindsey Construction and Design,
Incorporated for the Maple Leaf Community Residences Roof and Window Replacement project
for three homes under Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Grant #B-F-23-1AZ-1.

FINANCIALS

Acting County Administrator Linda Burhenne reported on financials from April 25, 2025,
Resolution #25-078, included Supplemental Appropriation transfer from Job and Family
Services to move needed funds within Public Assistance to open an encumbrance by the end of
the month; and a payment for the Commissioners’ Olffice to the Geauga County Airport
Authority for 2025 financial support providing a portion of the funding necessary for the
Authority to construct a new T-hangar in the amount of $800,000.00.

Acting County Administrator approved the financials from April 25, 2025 pursuant to Resolution
#25-078 approved January 7, 2025 to authorize the County Administrator to execute, in the case
of a lack of quorum of Commissioners and / or if session is cancelled on a regular financial day
or on a day when financials need to be approved, the required approvals for county financials on
behalf of the Board during the Year 2025, as authorized by O.R.C. 305.30.

APPROVE FINANCIALS

Budget and Finance Manager Adrian Gorton explained the financials for today as including
Travel requests for the Common Pleas Court, Job and Family Services, and the Probate Court; a
payment for the Department on Aging to Dex Imaging, LLC for two replacement copiers one at
the Chardon Senior Center and one at the West Geauga Senior Center in the amount of
813,598.00; a payment for the Commissioners’ Office to CORSA (County Risk Sharing
Authority) for the 2025 property and liability insurance premium in the amount of $532,136.00
(up $61,208.00 from 2024),; a payment for the Commissioners’ Olffice to Infinity Construction
Company for pay request #19 of the Courthouse Expansion Project in the amount of $890,605.10
and Revenue Certifications from the Common Pleas Court in their new One Ohio Foundation
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Grant Fund for additional State Revenue and from the Engineer’s Office for additional transfers
in revenue not originally budgeted for 2025.

Commissioner Brakey inquired about who was attending the Judges Conference for the Probate
Court, to which it was noted that it was Judge Grendell. Ms. Brakey asked about the total
amount spent so far on the courthouse. Mr. Gorton stated that he would get the total amount
from last week’s pay request.

Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and
execute Resolution #25-079 itemizing the financials for the meeting of April 29,
2025.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye

COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE — APPROVE AMENDED 2026 TAX BUDGET HEARING
SCHEDULE

Mr. Gorton asked the Board to approve an amendment to the schedule for the tax budget
hearings, which switches the times for Water Resources and Community and Economic
Development.

Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve an
amendment to the 2026 Tax Budget Hearing Schedule, switching time slots for

Water Resources and Community and Economic Development on Thursday, May

8, 2025.
Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye
Thursday, May 8, 2025
8:35a.m.—9:20 a.m. Sheriff
9:25a.m. - 9:55 a.m. Building

10:00 a.m. — 10:30 a.m.
10:35a.m. —11:05 a.m.
11:10 a.m. —11:40 a.m.

12:30 p.m. — 1:15 p.m.
1:20 p.m. — 1:35 p.m.
1:40 p.m. - 2:10 p.m.
2:15 p.m. —2:45 p.m.
2:50 p.m. —3:20 p.m.
3:25 p.m. — 3:55 p.m.

Water Resources

Maintenance

Community and Economic Development
Job and Family Services

Law Library

Emergency Services

Dog Warden

Planning Commission

Clerk of Courts

COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE — AMENDMENT 02 TO SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH
MAXIMUS US SERVICES — EXTEND CONTRACT — COUNTY'S CENTRAL SERVICES COST
ALLOCATION PLAN

Mr. Gorton asked the Board to extend the contract with Maximus US Services for the county
central services cost allocation plan. Ms. Brakey explained that she has seen the cost allocation
plans, however, wanted to know how that information was used within the county. Mr. Gorton
explained that in order to get federal funds for certain departments, according to federal
regulations, there has to be a cost allocation plan that allocates county costs to those
departments. Mr. Gorton stated that Maximus is the CCAO-authorized consultant that produces
and makes these plans for counties. Mr. Gorton explained that he sends the necessary
information required and then they take those numbers and create the plan. Mr. Gorton stated
that some departments only pay the insurance portion, some pay quarterly and some pay twice a
year, it depends a lot on the department. The total cost for the year is $13,000.00. Maximus has
been providing this service to us for many years, and the Prosecutor’s Olffice is requesting that
we go out to bid for next year. Mr. Gorton noted that for years the cost was $11,000.00 and just
two years ago, it went up to the $13,000.00 amount.
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Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and
authorize the President of the Board to execute Amendment 02 to Services
Agreement with Maximus US Services extending the contract to perform services
rendered in the development of the County’s Central Services Cost Allocation
Plan through February 28, 2026, in the amount of $13,000.00.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye

COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE — AGREEMENT — UBUNTU WELLNESS, LLC — CHAIR
MASSAGE STATIONS FOR EMPLOYEE HEALTH AND WELLNESS EXPO

Benefits Specialist Megan Erickson asked the Board to approve the agreement with Ubuntu
Wellness to provide chair massage stations during the employee health and wellness expo. The
cost for these services is being paid by the CEBCO wellness grant. Ms. Brakey asked what the
total amount of CEBCO grant was, to which Ms. Erickson stated $15,510.00.

Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and
execute the Agreement with Ubuntu Wellness, LLC to provide Two Chair
Massage Stations on May 8, 2025, during the Employee Health and Wellness
Expo at a cost of $120.00 per hour, per massage chair therapist for the total sum
not to exceed $1,200.00. This will be covered by the CEBCO Wellness Grant.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye

COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE — AGREEMENT — SMOOTH RIDER, LLC — SMOOTHIES FOR
EMPLOYEE HEALTH AND WELLNESS EXPO

Ms. Erickson asked the Board to approve the agreement with Smooth Rider to provide smoothies
for the employee health and wellness expo.

Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and
execute the Agreement with Smooth Rider, LLC to provide a minimum of two
hundred (200) 20 oz. smoothies at a cost of $10.00 per smoothie via the Smooth
Rider Smoothie Food truck on May 8, 2025, during the Employee Health and
Wellness Expo, for a total number of smoothies not to exceed four hundred (400)
and a not to exceed amount of $4,000.00. This will be covered by the CEBCO
Wellness Grant.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye

LAKE GEAUGA RECOVERY SERVICES

President and CEO of Lake-Geauga Recovery Centers Melanie Blasko along with Chief
Financial Officer Charles Tong thanked the Board for allowing them to be on the agenda today
to talk about the jail treatment program. Ms. Blasko provided the following information to the
Board, expressing that she didn’t want to take up a lot of time today, but wanted to point out a
few new things.

Geauga County Commissioners
Report: Fiscal Year 2025

Developed by: Kerri Luckner, Chief Operating Officer

b L AKE-GEAUGA

RECOVERY CENTERS
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Ms. Blasko noted that this is utilization, in gray is through December 31%, which is midyear
numbers.

Geauga Jail Treatment Program Utilization
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Ms. Blasko noted that this chart (below) shows those same numbers by gender.

Geauga Jail Treatment Program Utilization
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Ms. Blasko expressed that this is the Geauga County Jail Treatment Program completion, and
there should be no surprise there on the numbers, as they have a captive audience, and
completion should always be in the 90% range. Ms. Blasko explained that they like to
benchmark themselves with state and national numbers, and they also look at the Lake County
treatment program.

Geauga JTP Treatment Completion

Geauga JTP Successful Treatment Completion
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Ms. Blasko noted the numbers for the Chardon Jail Treatment Program Aftercare utilization.
Ms. Brakey asked what the aftercare program involved. Ms. Blasko explained that aftercare is
following release from jail and is only one night a week, and for some that is an abrupt change,
so some go from an IOP in the jail to an outpatient IOP level which is three days a week. If they
need a higher level of care, they can go to residential treatment.

Chardon JTP Aftercare Utilization

Chardon JTP Aftercare Clients Served by FY
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Ms. Blasko explained that they do six month and twelve-month follow-ups. This information can
include if they have relapsed, are they sober now, were they sober at the time of check in, did
they have re-arrest.

Geauga JTP 6 Month Follow-Ups

GJTP Follow-Up Results
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Note: At the mid-year point, we have results for a full FY of 6 month follow ups.
FY 25 will be reported at the midyear FY 26 report

Ms. Blasko apologized, that it appeared the wrong slide was put into the packets. We have a
number of clients that go from jail treatment to residential treatment, and we like to include that
information also. She will get that information provided.

Residential Treatment Completion

Treatment Completion Rates
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Note: FY 24 numbers only include quarters 1, 2, and 3. Quarter 4 does not end until 6/30.
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Residential Treatment Completion

Treatment Completion Rates
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Note: FY 25 numbers only include quarters 1, 2, and 3. Quarter 4 does not end until 6/30.

*Replacement slide — original slide discussed in session was for year 2024, and the correct slide
was provided to the Board following the meeting.

Ms. Blasko noted that the six month and twelve month follow ups on residential treatment are on
target for national numbers, and the twelve-month follow-up exceeds those national averages.

Residential: 6 Month Follow-Ups

Residential 6 Month Follow-Ups: Sober/Improved QOL
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Note: FY 25 results only include 6 month follow ups conducted in quarters 1 & 2

Residential: 12 Month Follow-Ups

Residential 12 Month Follow-Ups: Sober/Improved QOL
100%
90%
80%

70%
60% 57% 56%
50% =S

50% 42%
30%
20%
10%

0%

LGRC Clients

WFY22 mFY23 wmFY24  Journal of Psychiatry

Note: FY 25 results will be completed at conclusion of FY 26; FY 24 follow ups include only quarters 1 & 2 and will be complete at the end of FY 25.

Ms. Blasko briefly went over their goals for FY2025. Ms. Blasko explained that they did receive
a OneOhio Grant which will allow them to open a new recovery house in Geauga County. They
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are working to find a house that fits their needs and are not set on a specific area. They are
looking for something that has four bedrooms, and she feels confident in finding something
before April 2026. Mr. Dvorak inquired about dual diagnosis, and Ms. Blasko responded that it
is often hard to determine in the beginning but could provide some numbers for the last year.
Ms. Brakey asked about the six-month follow-up for 2024 relapse numbers and that it looked like
it went up significantly. Ms. Blasko explained that with so many people having an opioid use
disorder, a service that they offer is medication assisted treatment, which helps with withdrawal
and cravings. This isn’t something for life but for a period of time, and then with the nurse they
determine when to take them off. Ms. Blasko explained that they had funding from a grant to
purchase those medications, however this year they only funded everyone at 50% and they have
gone through their allocation for the medication for the jail treatment. Ms. Blasko explained
that she had spoken with Lieutenant Rose at the Safety Center and they would like to continue to
offer this in the jail treatment program, however they don’t have the funds to cover the
medication.

Chief Financial Officer Charles Tong explained that the current grant goes from October to
September, and the projection through the end of that grant would be short of approximately
$34,000.00. They submitted their RFP with the Geauga County Mental Health Board for
$8,800.00, leaving over $25,000.00 in funding still needed. Mr. Tong explained that the shots
themselves are $2,181.34 per shot, so we are hoping to be able to get 12 of these shots, that
would be $26,176.00, and we were hoping that there are opioid funds available that the county
received that would be available to assist with these costs. Mr. Dvorak noted that there are
funds available from the opioid settlements and that would be something to look into as that is
what those funds are to be used for. Ms. Blasko noted that they will track the relapse numbers.
Ms. Brakey noted the increase in the relapse numbers and was inquiring if there was less people
or another factor that may have caused the spike. Ms. Blasko pointed out the re-arrest numbers
are down, and the sobriety numbers increased. Ms. Blasko briefly explained they may be sober
at the point of contact and if they relapsed during that time but are back sober, it is a good thing.
If we can prevent relapses all together, and medications would continue after release from jail,
but we have started those medications while they are in the jail treatment program. Mr. Tong
also asked the Board to approve continued support of the jail treatment program in the amount
of $46,358.00.

FY25 Goals

* Continue to increase utilization of Peer Recovery Supporter in Jail
Treatment Program

* Continue to increase utilization of Jail Aftercare

* Expand Chardon Outpatient (increase access to care) to include Dual IOP
and more mental health services (psychiatry, counseling)

* Expand Recovery Housing

Mr. Dvorak asked for clarification on the $8,800.00 from Mental Health and Recovery Services.
Mr. Tong noted that the difference between the shortfall would be $26,176.00. Mr. Dvorak
asked about the amount of funding in the opioid settlement funds. Mr. Gorton explained that we
have recently received some additional settlement funds and have over $547,000.00 available.
The funding is set aside for things like these, we just have to determine what is the best way to
spend these funds.

Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Brakey to approve a
transfer of funds to Lake Geauga Recovery Services for the shortfall on the
medication treatment in the amount of $26,176.00 and the annual support
payment of $46,358.00 for the jail treatment program, for a total of $72,534.00.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye
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COUNTY ENGINEER'S OFFICE — RELEASE THE 33% MAXIMUM LOAD LIMIT ON ALL
COUNTY HIGHWAYS AND TOWNSHIP ROADS

Deputy Engineer Traci Salkiewicz asked the Board to approve the release of the maximum load
limit reduction on county and township roads.

Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to release the
thirty-three percent (33%) maximum load limit reduction on all County Highways
and Township Roads to be effective April 29, 2025.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye

COUNTY ENGINEER'S OFFICE — RESOLUTION AMENDED TO DECLARE THE PUBLIC
ROAD / RIGHT OF WAY UPON SANDHILL TRAIL (TR-0753) IN MUNSON TOWNSHIP,
GEAUGA COUNTY, OHIO TO BE VACATED, PURSUANT TO O.R.C. 5553.045

Ms. Salkiewicz asked the Board to approve an amended resolution to declare the public road /
right of way upon Sandhill Trail in Munson Township to be vacated. Ms. Salkiewicz noted that
this corrects the acreage amount.

Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and
execute Resolution #25-080 Amended Resolution to Declare the Public Road /
Right of Way upon Sandhill Trail (TR-0753) in Munson Township, Geauga
County, Ohio to be Vacated, pursuant to O.R.C. 5553.045 in order to correct the
acreage amount of the vacated Sandhill Trail listed in the Board’s original
Resolution #25-069 passed on April 15, 2025.

Board of County Commissioners, Geauga County, Ohio

Date: April 29, 2025
Resolution:  25-080

AMENDED
RESOLUTION TO DECLARE THE PUBLIC ROAD/RIGHT OF WAY UPON SANDHILL TRAIL
(TR-0753) IN MUNSON TOWNSHIP, GEAUGA COUNTY, OHIO TO BE VACATED
PURSUANT TO O.R.C. 5553.045

WHEREAS, the Geauga County Board of Commissioners (“Board”) received a
resolution from the Munson Township Board of Trustees on or about March 3, 2025, petitioning
the Board to proceed with the vacation of the public road/right-of-way of Sandhill Trail (TR-
0753) pursuant to Section 5553.045 of the Ohio Revised Code; and

WHEREAS, the Board passed Resolution # 25-038, a Resolution That Public
Convenience and Welfare May Require the Proposed Vacation of the Public Road/Right-of Way
Upon Sandhill Trail (TR-0753) in Munson Township, Geauga County, Ohio, as further described
in said Resolution; and

WHEREAS, the County Engineer issued to the Board a written report pursuant to R.C.
5553.06 stating that the Engineer believes the vacation of the public road/right-of-way upon
Sandhill Trail (TR-0753) in Munson Township is for the public convenience and welfare; and

WHEREAS, the Board held the final public hearing on April 8, 2025, on the proposed
vacation of the public road/right-of way upon Sandhill Trail (TR-0753) and heard any evidence
bearing upon the necessity of the vacation for the public convenience or welfare and offered
either for or against proceeding with the improvement by any interested person; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board, in accordance with Section
5553.045 of the Ohio Revised Code, hereby declares Sandhill Trail (TR-0753) in Munson
Township, Geauga County, Ohio, to be vacated.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a survey plat and an accurate detailed description of
the portion of the road/right-of-way to be vacated has been prepared by the County Engineer
and reviewed, reflecting the following route and termini:

Beginning at a point where the centerline of Rockhaven Road (TR 0106) intersects with
the centerline of Mayfield Road (US 322) then easterly along said centerline of Mayfield Road
(US 322) approximately 2369.70 feet to the point where the centerline of said Mayfield Road (US
322) intersects with the centerline of Sandhill Trail. Thence southerly along the centerline of
said Sandhill Trail, 66 feet to the southerly right-of-way of Mayfield Road (US 322) and the
principal point of beginning. Thence southerly approximately 1250.00 feet to the existing
terminus of Sandhill Trail.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the abutting properties and sole owners thereof are
identified as: Jessica S. and Matthias A. Lee (“Lees”);, permanent parcel nos. 21-176303, 21-
176304, 21-176305, 21-176306, 21-176307, 21-176308, 21-176309, 21-176310, 21-176311, 21-
176312, 21-176313, 21-176314, 21-176315, 21-176-316, 21-176317, 21-176318 and 21-176319
and vacated Sandhill Road shall pass, in fee, to the Lees according to law.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lees are the sole abutting property owners to
Sandhill Trail (TR-0753) and will also be the only parties benefitted by the improvement and the
transfer of the 2.044 acres from the vacated Sandhill Trail (TR-0753).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Sandhill Trail is a “paper road’ and has never been
physically constructed, improved or maintained in any way by Munson Township or used as a
road; no utilities have been installed on, over or under Sandhill Trail; Sandhill Trail has been
abandoned by the Township and not used for a period of over twenty-one years and there is no
reason to believe Sandhill Trail will be used as a road anytime in the near future; and the Lees
requested Munson Township pursue the vacation of Sandhill Trail (TR-0753) as they are actively
seeking to consolidate all of the lots abutting Sandhill Trail.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board does not find the road vacation to be of
sufficient importance to cause compensation and damages to be paid from the treasury and shall
proceed with the road vacation if the compensation and damages further described herein are
paid or such part thereof as the Board deems reasonable and just is paid by the Lees as the sole
property owners who will be benefitted by the road vacation, and the balance, if any, shall be
paid out of the treasury.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board has determined based on consideration of
all the facts and evidence presented at the final hearing that the payment of no compensation by
the Lees as the sole landowners of lands within the vicinity who will be benefited would be
reasonable and just under the circumstances as the Lees are the only abutting property owners
and would, therefore, be paying compensation for damages, if any, to themselves; no damages
have been sustained by the Lees as primary access to the Lees’ house is via a drive access
(10261 Mayfield Road) along the westerly property line of the Sandhill Farm Estates on
Mayfield Road and vacation of Sandhill Trail will not cause the Lees to lose this primary access;
Sandhill Trail has never been physically constructed, improved or maintained by Munson
Township or ever used as a road and there is no reason to believe Sandhill Trail will be used as
aroad in the near future; the Lees approached Munson Township and requested the road
vacation as they are actively seeking to consolidate all of the lots currently abutting Sandhill
Trail and the consolidated lots will have frontage on Mayfield Road; the transfer of the vacated
Sandhill Trail acreage to the Lees will increase the amount and overall value of acreage
currently held by the Lees; and the public has an interest in the utilization of undeveloped,
abandoned property.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is the opinion of the Board that the vacation of the
public road/right-of-way upon Sandhill Trail (TR-0753) in Munson Township is in the interest of
the public convenience and welfare.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Sandhill Trail (TR-0753) is not used to calculate
distributions of the auto registration distribution fund under R.C. 4501.04(E) and, thus, is not a
portion of a road certified by the Munson Township Board of Trustees to the director of
transportation in accordance with that division as mileage in the township used by and
maintained for the public.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the order of this Board does not extinguish the rights
of ingress and egress, if any, reserved to the Lees as the sole abutting property owners named
herein.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the vacated portion of the road shall pass in fee to the
abutting landowners referenced herein subject to all of the following for any service facilities, if
any, located on the vacated property: (1) a permanent easement as provided in section 5553.043
of the Revised Code in, over, or under the road for the services facilities, as defined in R.C.
5553.042, of a public utility or electric cooperative as defined in R.C. 4928.01; (2) the right of
ingress or egress to service and maintain those service facilities; and (3) the right to trim or
remove any trees, shrubs, brush, or other obstacles growing in or encroaching onto the
permanent easement that may affect the operation, use, or access to those service facilities.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Geauga County Board of
Commissioners is hereby instructed to file a certified copy of this resolution with the Petitioner
Munson Township Board of Trustees, the Geauga County Recorder and the Geauga County
Engineer. Once certified copies of the resolution declaring Sandhill Trail vacated are filed with
the township, the Munson Township Board of Trustees, by resolution, shall order the road
vacated as required by R.C. 5553.045(E).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the plat depicting the vacation of Sandhill Trail (TR-
0753) shall thereafter be filed with the Geauga County Recorder and in the proper road records

of the County.
Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye

COUNTY ENGINEER'S OFFICE — EXECUTE VACATION PLAT FOR SANDHILL TRAIL (TR-
0753, 60 FEET WIDE) LOCATED IN LOT 3, TRACT 3, IN MUNSON TOWNSHIP

Ms. Salkiewicz asked the Board to approve the vacation plat for Sandhill Trail, 60 feet wide in
Munson Township.

Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and
execute the Vacation Plat for Sandhill Trail (TR-0753, 60 feet wide) located in
Lot 3, Tract 3 in Munson Township, Geauga County, Ohio.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye

COUNTY ENGINEER’S OFFICE — QUIT CLAIM DEEDS TO MATTHIAS A. LEE AND
JESSICA S. LEE — PROPERTY / ACREAGE FROM THE VACATED SANDHILL TRAIL (TR-
0753)

Ms. Salkiewicz asked the Board to execute the quit claim deeds of seventeen (17) parcels of
acreage for property from the vacated Sandhill Trail that will go to Jessica and Matthias Lee,
property owners.

Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and
execute the Quit-Claim Deeds to Matthias A. Lee and Jessica S. Lee for
property/acreage from the vacated Sandhill Trail (TR-0753) as follows: VA-1 for
0.141 acres, VA-2 for 0.141 acres, VA-3 for 0.134 acres, VA-4 for 0.149 acres,
VA-5 for 0.165 acres, VA-6 for 0.149 acres, VA-7 for 0.066 acres, VA-8 for 0.066
acres, VA-9 for 0.066 acres, VA-10 for 0.094 acres, VA-11 for 0.137 acres, VA-12
for 0.132 acres, VA-13 for 0.130 acres, VA-14 for 0.129 acres, VA-15 for 0.120
acres, VA-16 for 0.103 acres, and VA-17 for 0.111 acres, located in Munson
Township.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye



Commissioners’ Journal
April 29, 2025

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES — CONTRACT MAINTENANCE FORM #1 —
INCREASE SERVICE CONTRACT —BILL CONTI PLUMBING, LLC

Director Nicholas Gorris asked the Board to approve a contract maintenance form for an
increase in their services contract with Bill Conti Plumbing.

Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and
execute Contract Maintenance Form #1, increasing the service Contract
Agreement with Bill Conti Plumbing, LLC for additional back flow testing and
plumbing services as needed in 2025, in the amount of $4,000.00 for a new not to
exceed amount of $6,500.00.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES — AUTHORIZE RALPH SPIDALIERI TO EXECUTE
DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY LETTER FOR THE OHIO WATER DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY LOAN — MCFARLAND CREEK WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT — GIVING AUTHORITY TO DIRECTOR NICHOLAS GORRIS TO
REQUEST PAYMENT FORMS

Mr. Gorris asked the Board to authorize representative Ralph Spidalieri to execute the
delegation of authority letter to authorize Mr. Gorris to request the payment instruction

forms for the Ohio Water Development Authority Loan for the McFarland Creek Wastewater
Treatment Plant Improvement project. Mr. Gorris explained that when he reached out to the
authority about the payment information for the project, there was a large number of items that
Mr. Spidalieri would not know or have so they offered this delegation so that they can do the
request and then following that everything going forward will be on paper.

Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and
authorize Ralph Spidalieri, Authorized Representative, to execute the Delegation
of Authority Letter for the Ohio Water Development Authority Loan #11217 for
the McFarland Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement Project giving
authority to Director Nicholas Gorris to request the payment instruction forms for
the project now being sent via a DocuSign email.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye

MAINTENANCE — ACKNOWLEDGE STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS ON FILE —
PROFESSIONAL DESIGN AND CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION — SELECT VERDANTAS,
LLC — MOST QUALIFIED FIRM — PARKING LOT EXPANSION AT GEAUGA COUNTY
OFFICE BUILDING — BEGIN CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS

Project Manager Charles Tkach asked the Board to acknowledge statement of qualifications on
file for professional design services and select Verdantas, LLC as the most qualified for the
parking lot expansion project at the Geauga County office building and authorize contract
negotiations. Ms. Brakey asked where the expansion would be and asked Mr. Tkach to explain
the project. Mr. Tkach explained that it would be on the west side of the building, right next to
where the BMV is, the small parking lot already there will be expanded over to the two wells
located on that side of the building. Ms. Brakey asked for an estimated cost of the project. Mr.
Tkach stated that the ballpark range is between $250-$350,000.00 with engineering services
around $35,000.00. There is a lot of field work that will need to be completed so it is

leaning towards the 3350,000.00 mark, but we won’t know for sure until the engineering work is
completed. Mr. Dvorak noted that when the building was completed, they included a concrete
pad that enters into the future parking lot. Mr. Tkach stated that there is a lot of fill work and
drainage that needs to be done. Ms. Brakey expressed concern over not having enough parking
when the Board of Elections moves in. Mr. Tkach added that there will also be a driving test
course area included for the BMV.

Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to acknowledge
the Statement of Qualifications on file for professional design and contract
administration including 1) Verdantas, LLC, 2) SME and 3) Smolen Engineering
Ltd. and select Verdantas, LLC as the most qualified firm in accordance with
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O.R.C. 153.69(A) for the parking lot expansion at the Geauga County Office
Building and further authorize the Department to begin contract negotiations, in
accordance with O.R.C. 153.69 (B).

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye

MAINTENANCE — REVIEW AND APPROVE PROPOSED CONCEPT DESIGN — UPGRADING
SAFETY CENTER PARKING LOT

Mr. Tkach explained that we started the engineering in late December for the Safety Center
parking lot, and wanted to provide an update and transparency after the engineering was
completed. Mr. Tkach stated that when it was originally estimated we said $4-500,000.00,
however, that did not include any subbase or drainage work. Mr. Tkach added that if that
needed to be repaired, it would be another $2-300,000.00. Mr. Tkach provided some
information and drawings to the Board about why we are at $1 million now. Mr. Tkach briefly
explained that there is a considerable amount of drainage that needs to be done, noting that four
sections of the pipe flow in the wrong direction, thirteen sections overall need to be replaced and
eight catch basins need to be replaced, just drainage repairs alone we are looking at
$189,000.00, which is about 56% of the drainage that needs to be replaced. Mr. Tkach noted on
the drawing the areas of the subbase that need to be repaired, that includes excavation of the
subbase and removal of portions of the sidewalk, with a cost of about $52,000.00 for the
additional subgrade and base work and about $42,000.00 for the additional sidewalk and curb
replacement. With all these added in, we are upwards of one million dollars. Ms. Burhenne
added that last year we requested capital bill funding and received a grant of $250,000.00
towards the project.

Ms. Brakey asked if there was any change in design to the parking lot. Mr. Tkach noted that the
area in the back where the deputies park, we are expanding that area.

Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to discuss,
review and approve the proposed concept design for upgrading the Safety Center
Parking Lot, as the engineering estimate of construction costs is approximately

$1,000,000.00.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye

COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE — RESOLUTION APPOINTING CHRISTINE LAKOMIAK AS
THE REGION 13 UNINCORPORAED REPRESENTATIVE MEMBER — ONEOHIO
GOVERNANCE BOARD

Mr. Dvorak explained that OneOhio Region 13 consists of Lake, Geauga, Ashtabula and Portage
counties and the first round of funding for Region 13 is being dispersed right now, which is
about $2.3 million. Mr. Dvorak explained that there are three representatives from each county,
a commissioner and a member of the incorporated areas and the unincorporated areas. Sheriff
Hildenbrand represents the incorporated areas (municipalities) and the Township Association
made the recommendation to appoint Christine Lakomiak as the unincorporated area
representative.

Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and
execute Resolution #25-081 Appointing Christine Lakomiak as the Region 13
Unincorporated Representative Member to the OneOhio Governance Board, for a
three-year term ending March 29, 2028.

Board of County Commissioners, Geauga County, Ohio

Date: April 29, 2025
Resolution:  #25-081

RESOLUTION APPOINTING CHRISTINE LAKOMIAK AS THE REGION 13
UNINCORPORATED REPRESENTATIVE MEMBER TO THE
ONEOHIO GOVERNANCE BOARD
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WHEREAS, the Geauga County Board of Commissioners is a Local Government that has
adopted and approved the OneOhio Memorandum of Understanding (“The Memorandum”),
which establishes a mechanism to disburse settlement proceeds from opioid litigation into Ohio’s
communities to help abate the opioid crisis, including allocations to Local Governments and
Regions through a statewide Foundation; and

WHEREAS, the jurisdictions of Ashtabula, Geauga, Lake and Portage counties are
participants in Region 13 as established by The Memorandum; and

WHEREAS, on February 10, 2022, Region 13 participants agreed to the following
governance structure: the board will consist of 12 members, 3 appointments from each Region
13 county, which will form the Region 13 OneOhio Governance Board, to include: 4 County
Commissioners; 4 members representing the incorporated areas as nominated by their
respective organizations/members; 4 members representing the unincorporated areas as
nominated by their respective organizations/members, which allows input and equitable
representation regarding regional decisions under The Memorandum; and

WHEREAS, Geauga County hereby appoints Christine Lakomiak to the Region 13

OneOhio Governance Board to represent the unincorporated areas located within Geauga

County as she was nominated by the Geauga County Township Association; and

WHEREAS, the appointment to the unincorporated areas of Geauga County to the
Region 13 OneOhio Governance Board, is hereby recognized and will serve a three-year term,
April 29, 2025 through March 29, 2028;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Geauga
County, Ohio that the Board hereby appoints Christine Lakomiak to the Region 13 One Ohio
Governance Board, as outlined above.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution becomes part of the permanent
record of the Board of Commissioners of Geauga County, Ohio.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye

Christine Lakomiak asked to follow up on the conversation with Lake Geauga Recovery Services.
Ms. Lakomiak explained that they were in the middle of their RFP process that provides funding
to seven organizations in Geauga County and grant funding to a few others. This funding is
provided on the state fiscal year of July 1 through June 30. Recently they received $5 million in
requests and are going through the applications to determine what they can currently afford to
fund. The partnership with the county and their board is wonderful and both fund a lot of things
at the jail. Ms. Lakomiak explained that they also fund Lake Geauga Recovery jail treatment
program with about $72,000.00 a year along with other services through Ravenwood Health and
Family Pride. Ms. Lakomiak explained that she is concerned with the medication assistant
treatment program, as the state decided to fund differently. The state used to come through the
board and then they decide the best programs to fund, but this year the funding was applied for
directly and so agencies applied and got about half what they asked for. Currently our overdose
death rate for 2025 in Geauga County is zero. Ms. Lakomiak stated that after hearing there is
funding available, she would love to offer her assistance to ensure there is no duplication of
services and funding to agencies. Ms. Brakey said that she agreed and was thinking along the
same lines, we need to have a plan to distribute this funding to those that need it and are
struggling in our county. Ms. Lakomiak explained that her board will be awarding funding next
month and they could even consider partnering on funding for programs throughout the county.
Ms. Lakomiak stated that medication assisted treatment has shown to be very effective in the
county.
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Ms. Lakomiak thanked the board and looks forward to serving on the OneOhio Region 13 board.

COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE — LETTER TO REPRESENTATIVE DAVID JOYCE — SUPPORT
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026 COMMUNITY PROJECT FUNDING — ASSIST WITH SAFETY
CENTER ROOF REPLACEMENT

Ms. Burhenne asked the Board to approve a letter to Representative David Joyce for support to
apply for federal funding on several projects, including the safety center roof and the McFarland
project. Ms. Burhenne explained that the safety center roof project is estimated to be $1.5
million and we are requesting funding for half of that.

Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and
execute a Letter to Representative David Joyce requesting support for Fiscal Year
2026 Community Project Funding to assist with the Geauga County Safety Center
Roof Replacement.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye

COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE — ACKNOWLEDGE LETTERS RECEIVED FROM NORFOLK
SOUTHERN CORPORATION — ABANDONMENT OF ITS RAILROAD LINE FROM SOLON
TO AURORA, OHIO — EXECUTE A LETTER OF RESPONSE THAT INCLUDES
INFORMATION AND REQUESTS

Clerk Christine Blair explained that Norfolk Southern sent letters to the Board regarding the
intent to abandon their railway in Portage, Geauga and Cuyahoga Counties, from Solon to
Aurora. Norfolk Southern requested a response from the County. We provided these letters to
the Planning Commission, the County Engineers Office and Water Resources. This
abandonment may affect those departments, and they provided responses to the Board,. We are
asking the Commissioners to provide a response to Mr. Plum at Norfolk Southern that will
include the responses that were provided from each of those departments, as they include
information and requests for additional information from Norfolk about the project. Ms. Blair
added that a second letter was received from Norfolk and the Engineer included a second
response. Ms. Burhenne added that this is a simple cover letter to send back that says we
received your letters and here are the concerns and information we have regarding the project.
Ms. Brakey expressed that she was excited about this project, that once the railroad is
abandoned, there will be a trail that extends across several counties and will be a real asset once
it is completed.

Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to acknowledge
the letters received March 10, 2025, and April 17, 2025, from Norfolk Southern
Corporation regarding abandonment of its railroad line from Solon to Aurora,
Ohio, and further approve and execute a letter of response that includes
information and requests from the County Engineer’s Office, the Planning
Commission and the Department of Water Resources.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye

Ms. Blair added that Norfolk Southern has an intent to file the abandonment in the beginning of
May and then we will have to complete the abandonment process. Mr. Dvorak brought up the
railway behind the Sheriff’s Post 2 on Route 87 and asked if we should begin to do some
research and if this is the trend we should look at an abandonment and consider beginning that
process. Ms. Blair suggested talking to Mr. Roessner in the Tax Map department as there has
been some conversation about property in that area.

COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE — AMEND MOTION FROM APRIL 8, 2025 — REVISE START
DATE — AMY BEVAN, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

Ms. Burhenne asked the Board to amend the motion to revise the start date of Ms. Bevan to May
19, 2025. She is working her way through retirement from her current position.
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Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to amend the
motion from April 8, 2025, to revise the start date to read: approve hiring and
appointment of Amy Bevan to the position of County Administrator, #1301 to be
effective May 19, 2025, at the rate of $60.46 per hour (Grade E19, Step 9).

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye

AUDITOR / ADP — RESOLUTION BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO
GRANT APPROVAL TO GEAUGA COUNTY AUTOMATIC DATA PROCESSING BOARD TO
ENTER INTO AGREEMENT — LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BURTON
ADP Administrator Frank Antenucci explained that while this isn’t the precedent, thanked both
Ms. Burhenne and Ms. Blair for assistance with getting this before the Board today. Mr.
Antenucci explained that one of our county offices received notice of a

phishing email that was sent from Burton Township. ADP reviewed it and determined that it was
in fact a phishing attack. Burton Township was not aware, but quickly were notified that they
did have a serious incident. ADP does not have a current agreement with Burton Township so
they could not provide services but did provide some assistance. Ultimately, Burton Township
had a serious incident, that included very sophisticated social engineering on the background of
the email and we were very fortunate that one of our users notified them. The Township Trustees
scheduled an emergency meeting and ADP attended to explain what had happened and
discussed the option of contracting services with ADP. Mr. Antenucci stated that he was not a
hundred percent sure they would contract with ADP, but before they can offer an agreement,
they need a resolution from the Board giving permission to contract with the Township. Ms.
Brakey explained that she felt we needed to communicate with some other Townships about
protecting their information. Mr. Antenucci agreed, especially in terms of the eastern townships.

Motion: by Commissioner Brakey, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and
execute Resolution #25-082 by the Geauga County Board of Commissioners to
Grant Approval to the Geauga County Automatic Data Processing Board to enter
into an Agreement with the Legislative Authority of the Township of Burton,
pursuant to R.C. 307.847(E).

Board of County Commissioners, Geauga County, Ohio

Date: April 29, 2025
Resolution:  #25-082

Resolution by the Geauga County Board of Commissioners to Grant Approval to the Geauga
County Automatic Data Processing Board to Enter into an Agreement with the Legislative
Authority of the Township of Burton pursuant to R.C. 307.847(E)

WHEREAS, pursuant to R.C. 307.847(E), with the approval of the Board of County
Commissioners, the Geauga County Automatic Data Processing Board may enter into a contract
with the legislative authority of any municipal corporation, township, port authority, water or
sewer district, school district, library district, county law library association, health district,
park district, soil and water conservation district, conservancy district, other taxing district, or
regional council established under Chapter 167. of the Revised Code, or with the board of
county commissioners or the automatic data processing board or microfilming board of any
other county, or with any other federal or state governmental agency, and such authorities may
enter into contracts with the Geauga County Automatic Data Processing Board to provide
microfilming, automatic data processing, or other image processing or electronic data
processing or record-keeping services to any of them; and

WHEREAS, the Geauga County Automatic Data Processing Board seeks to enter into an
agreement for services with the legislative authority of the Township of Burton, Geauga County,
Ohio (“the Township”) to provide microfilming, automatic data processing, or other image
processing or electronic data processing or record-keeping services to the Township; and

WHEREAS, a copy of the proposed agreement between the Geauga County Automatic Data
Processing Board and the Township is attached hereto as Exhibit A to this Resolution.
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to R.C. 307.847(E) the Geauga County Board of
Commissioners hereby grant approval to the Geauga County Automatic Data Processing Board
to enter into a agreement for services with the Township to provide microfilming, automatic data
processing, or other image processing or electronic data processing or record-keeping services
to the Township; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution becomes a part of the permanent record of
the Board of County Commissioners, Geauga County, Ohio.

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Spidalieri Aye
Commissioner Brakey Aye
Commissioner Dvorak Aye

BOARD DISCUSSION

O & M Program — Septic Systems:

Ms. Brakey explained that the Board received an email from a resident regarding Geauga Public
Health’s Operation and Maintenance Program, that GPH is being pressured to implement from
the State. Ms. Brakey continued to explain that in essence you need a permit to operate your
septic system, and while there is a legitimate public interest in maintaining the quality of water
in the county, this program has no benefit to those property owners who are already doing what
they need to maintain their system. In Geauga Public Health’s defense, they are doing what they
need to do to comply, but unfortunately there is still burden to the residents. In his email, the
resident asked the commissioners what we are going to do about it. Ms. Brakey suggested
sending a letter to state legislators letting them know that the law is harmful to our residents and
requesting they change the law to remove some of the restrictions. Before she moved forward
with a letter, she wanted to get some information from the other two board members. Mr.
Dvorak explained that he did respond to two emails and the Commissioners are separate from
the Board of Health and not under their hiring authority, including some experience from when
he was a realtor, and agree to researching it and sending a letter to the legislators, it does hurt
the residents in the form of a tax, but we have a lot of septic systems in the county. Ms. Brakey
added that Geauga Public Health is only implementing the law and the only way to change it is
to change the law.

Ms. Burhenne briefly explained that she lives in Lake County and her system is only six years
old, being forced to put in an NPDES system, and it costs more to maintain. It will be interesting
to see what we need to change in the law. Ms. Brakey explained that it is an over-inclusive
system that is penalizing the property owners that are maintaining their systems. Ms. Burhenne
asked about what happens if the system fails and the homeowner cannot afford to fix or replace
the system. Ms. Brakey mentioned that there are some grant funds available but not a lot, and it
is a concern to our residents.

YouTube - Comments on Live Streaming:

Ms. Burhenne explained that in the last week, we found the old credentials and information to
the original YouTube account. It still works and is active and after a conversation with Mr.
Antenucci, they feel it will be easy for them to put the video onto the Commissioners’ channel.
The other issue that came up is the issue of comments during livestreaming. Currently during
the livestreaming, people can comment and those are going to the ADP staff, who are then
forwarding to our office. Ms. Burhenne inquired about whether they can or cannot allow
comments. Mr. Antenucci explained that their understanding within their account is that you can
or cannot allow; however, under the current setup, it is allowed and others that use that setup
allow comments, and he is not sure legally they can remove them. Ms. Brakey asked if there was
any appetite to close comments, as she feels folks should have their freedom of speech, and it’s
not about complimenting us,. While that’s nice, the first amendment is about criticizing your
government.

PUBLIC COMMENT
No comments from the public today.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
a) A weekly report filed by the County Dog Warden of all dogs seized, impounded,
redeemed or destroyed for the week ending April 16, 2025, as required by O.R.C. 955.12.




OTHER

Commissioners’ Journal
April 29, 2025

The Board reviewed upcoming events.

MEETINGS
Tue., 5/6
Tue., 5/6
Tue., 5/6
Wed., 5/7
Thu., 5/8
Tue., 5/13
Tue., 5/13
Tue., 5/13
Mon., 5/19
Tue., 5/20
Tue., 5/20

2026 Tax Budget Hearing, 9:00 a.m., Room B303

The Commissioners will hold session at 9:30 a.m.

2026 Tax Budget Hearings, beginning at 12:00 p.m., Room B303
Board of Revision, 9:00 a.m. Auditor’s Appraisal Conference Room
2026 Tax Budget Hearings, 8:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m., Room B303

Planning Commission, 7:30 a.m., Geauga County Offices, Room A334 (Third
Floor)

The Commissioners will hold session at 9:30 a.m.

2026 Tax Budget Hearings, beginning at 12:30 p.m., Room B303
Family First Council, 1:30 p.m., County Office Building, Room 168
The Commissioners will hold session at 9:30 a.m.

2026 Tax Budget Hearings, beginning at 12:30 p.m., Room B303

BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE BOARD

Motion:

by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Brakey to adjourn the
meeting at 10:43 a.m.

Geauga County Board of Commissioners

James W. Dvorak

Carolyn Brakey, Esq.

Ralph Spidalieri

Christine Blair, Commissioners’ Clerk
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